
Walking in Kakelabe

Scott Helton Shares His Heart for Afirca

Bob Little
Leading the African Mission Team

Bob Little, Scott Helton, and I are 
walking back from a visit in the 
home of Henri (pronouced Anri’).  
He and his wife are a couple in the 
village who have confessed that 
they are believers in Jesus. The 
gravel road crackles beneath our 
feet as we walk along. I took the 
time to ask Bob a few questions.
What sort of work do you 
foresee with Henri’?

!e can be like an "quila and 
his wife like a #riscilla$ %f we can 
encourage them to be strong 
in their faith and well rooted 
in the &ord of 'od( they have 
relationships here more than 
we do$ "s "fricans to "fricans( 
they can be a whole lot better 
missionaries than we can$ )hey 
are respected in the community 
and as *hristians that+s valuable$
           (Bob- continued pg. 2)
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Scott !elton+s listening ear to 
the leading of the !oly -pirit 
stimulated our trip last year to 
'uinea( &est "frica$ "s this 
year+s )eam .eader % wanted 
you to hear from -cott about 
this year+s trip and his heart for 
'uinea$
What would you like to tell us 
about the mission to Africa?
)hat if we really believe that 
'od is for all people( then we 
have to be involved in missions$ 
'uinea is unique in that there 
are very few *hristians at all 
there$ )his is even though we 
have been working there a long 
time$ /ur own missionaries 
have been there 0 years$ 'uinea 
is a great opportunity for a 
partnering church to be in on 
the ground floor on what 'od is 
going to do there$

What will a team member be doing there?
They will travel a lot just to get there. 
We're going out into rural Guinea. We 
will spend time with school children. 
We are going to do eye screening with 
missionaries who know the language 
and culture. We hope to give some sight 
physically to some who have never had it 
before. More importantly we do this so 
the missionaries can do follow-up with 
the scriptures in their own language. If we 
have time we will go to older children as 
well.
What were the highlights of your first trip to 
Africa?
Playing soccer with some kids in the 
village was great. I ate monkey-brain 
fruit. It was also great to be with a very 
welcoming people and getting to see and 
experience another culture very foreign to 
me.          (Scott- continued pg. 2)
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)hey also can be a resource on how to reach their 
own people$ )hey have a vast source of homegrown 
illustratrations to communicate 'od+s truth$ /ur 
illustrations sometimes do well$  ut !enri+ can speak 
the truth in those terms more than we can$
   We’re on the main road into Kankelabe. It is called 
La-oul-jonu (the big road). When you walk along, it’s not 
unusual to meet people and stop and visit. I notice that 
when you meet people that you initially greet them but 
then there’s a series of exchange greetings.  
What’s going on there?
&ell( you start by saying( •"n jarama€ •you be 
praised•$ )hen they say it back to you$ )hen one 
of the persons will ask( •%s there any evil there( or 
how did you spend the day€€ )h en the other person 
responds with like questions$ %f you come along 

someone else while this 
is going on( you start all 
over again with the new 
person$ %t can get kind of 
complicated and comical( 
but it+s important to go 
through it$

In our visit with Henri we 
had talked to him through 
the missionaries translating. 
The clucking chickens add 

to the echo of our voices in the room. The only furniture 
in the room was the wood benches we were sitting on. 
The bedroom entrance had a sheet curtain on it. Several 
times a dog or more chickens pass through. The walls 
were plastered cinder block walls and dirty weathered 
concrete floors. At least it’s a floor. Not all of the places 
we’d visited were this nice. As our conversations went 
on, the room was hot with little ventilation and some of 
us fought the afternoon knods.

Henri’ told us about his work as a forester for the 
government. He spoke of his relationship with his wife 
and his love for the missionaries. From the time we first 
walked into Henri’s house until he walked us to the edge 
of his property, we sensed his welcoming and sincerest 
acceptance. He told us when we left that we were 
always welcome in his home and to view him as family.

% enjoyed spending time with missionaries and seeing 
how they live for *hrist every day$ %t was a learning 
experience in living by faith and prayer$ 
What sort of person are you looking for to go with you?

% want someone who 
is open•minded and  
someone who wants 
to serve other people$ 
% want someone that+s 
friendly and out•
going$ % want someone 
who wants a deeper 
walk with *hrist by 
seeing !im working 
in people+s lives$

This year’s trip is a medical mission, do they need to be 
a medical person?
% hope not or %+m disqualified$ " team member needs 
to be someone who is open to work and serve the needs 
of people and follow the leadership of those who do 
have medical skills$ )here are some things a person will 
have to do in order to go( %+m talking about passport( 
immunizations and travel$ %n order to take care of these 
kind of logistics a person can+t wait to the last minute to 
decide to go$ 
But how does a person prepare spiritually for such a 
mission trip?
.ots of prayer• )h at+s really all you can do €cause % was 
not really prepared for what we found there$ )he culture 
and everything is so different there$ • ou+re going to learn 
a lot when you get there$ -o all you can do is pray that 
'od will open your heart$ • ou want to be able to leave 
)ulsa with as clean a spirit as you can and then follow 
'od+s direction$ "lso( have people praying for you back 
home$
Is there anything else you’d like to say about the 
upcoming trip to Guinea?

%f you feel an interest in the trip or sense a leading to 
pray for the "frican people( then talk to me or #astor 
• milio$ %n order for 'od to use you( you have to get 
involved soon enough to take care of logistical items 
involved with this trip$ € on+t wait• -t ep out on faith and 
'od will take care of the rest$ • oney sometimes becomes 
an issue for people$ € on+t let it$ 'od will work it out$ 
)hat+s never an issue of why not to follow 'od$ *ome 
see what 'od+s doing$ /ne other thing( the .ittle+s are 
coming to the • - in ‚ uly$ % don+t have firm dates yet( 
but we will all have a chance to meet them when they 
visit us at • vergreen$
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How have you been received here in Kankelabe?

% think we have been received quite well$ )hey have a 
saying here •• ankelabe loves strangers$€ )h is translates 
into the word for company or guest$ )hey are so 
friendly$ )hey gift us with lots of things and smile a lot$
How do you see your future mission playing out here in 
Kankelabe?
)hat+s a good question$ %+m not sure % have a full answer$ 
&hat %+d like is to see people come to *hrist and 
churches established$ "s • obert #epper says( he+d like to 
see a church within walking distance of any #ular$ •the 
language of the people group they are working with•
What’s been the biggest challenge for your family living 
here in Kankelabe?
)he living conditions and the separation from my 
parents$  y the living conditions( % mean more 
specifically that come • arch through "pril it+s extremely 
hot and it drags us down$ %t+s just hard sometimes$ 
&ater has been an issue$ !opefully that will be resolved 
soon$
What is the best thing that has happened to you here?
%t is the overall sense of how well we+ve been accepted 
here$ &hen we lived for •  years in • anu we were 
viewed as the money bags$ #eople knocked on our doors 
to see if they could get something from us$ !ere( we+ve 
been accepted as part of the community$ &e are invited 
to weddings and civic ceremonies$
Is there anything else you would like to say?
&e are very much looking forward to partnering with 
• vergreen$ &e have really enjoyed -cott and • milio$ 
)hey+re great guys$ % just think that if you come here 
and experience the beauty of the mountains and the 
beauty of the people and then tie that together with the 
lostness of the people( 
$$$you can+t help but see the 
poverty$$$it+s worth it$

Amy Little
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What’s the biggest challenge for you living in 
Kakelabe?
"s our parents get older( we worry about them$ % get 
concerned about my children knowing their relatives$ 
"lso( the health of the kids$ "ccidents can be a 
problem because we are out here so far out away from 
help$ • ven thought • obert is a doctor( there+s only so 
much he can do with the little we have here$
Tell me about the work here?
&e work with the  ulbe$ )hey are called the  ulbe 
 uta because they live in the  uta ‚alon$ )hey are 
very hospitable people$ )hey are also very reserved( 
especially the men$ )hey don+t share their feelings as 
much as other people groups$ &e really enjoy being 
here among them$ "nd we just want them to come to 
know the .ord$
What’s the best thing that has happened to you here?
"my and % decided we wanted to encourage some 
ladies( so we decided we+d get them together and pray 
with them$ -o we invited three ladies over$ "t the end 
they said( •)his was really good$ *an we do this again 
next week€€ -o we did and also began talking about 
the gospel$ )hen they said( •.et+s read the scriptures 
too and let+s pray together again$€ -o we did$ &e 
started meeting every • onday$ )hey decided they 
wanted to$ %t+s been an encouragement for them$ %t 
has helped them grow toward 'od$ /ne of the ladies 
has decided that she now believes in ‚ esus$ )he other 
two want to believe but have not yet made a decision 
to follow *hrist$ %t+s all very exciting$ %t wasn+t 
something we planned( it all just kind of 
happened$
Is there anything else you would like to say?
          &e want to welcome you to the  ulbe team$ 

% already feel like you are a part of the 
team$ % want to thank you for listening 
to 'od and wanting to come$

Missionary Wives
Rhonda Pepper

Our Missionary Families
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If you are interested in 
this or any mission trip 

contact me at:
elartigue@evergreenbc.org

or call
918-369-6400

)here are two things that make 'uinea a place 
of beauty  the #eople and -ights$

The Beauty of Guinea

Interested in Africa?
Here's what you'll need.
A Willing Heart - commitment to the mission

Time - set aside 10 days in October

A Valid Passport  not expiring for 1 year

Needed Immunizations

Contact Scott Helton - shelton@hplaw-ok.com
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Evergreen Global is 
returning to Guinea

Africa Team Leader
-cott !elton is leading the 
"frica team this year$ • our 
prayers and possible support 
for the teams effort this year is 
welcomed and appreciated$


